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Water wars near an end?
8acramenfo-San Joaquin De,  lan is

I
h the part two ye~n,,, an ~mazlng environme~talbts lutv~ accepted
.thins has ~ in California’s~/nl~ conddetati<ms must be
water wan. d~est.ed when/’~ing the delta.

.. At one time, the. three combatanLt That’~ where we are t~ow. In what they
-- �~tic$. s~’lcuhural inte~’~, s~’ee is ¯ remarkable �om, ea~. major

e-nvir~nmentali~ts ~ were at each urban and I~ricu/tu~a! water ~genc~e.s
~ther’¢ thr~tt in com"t.,’o~mtt and in ~hav~ ~ ¯ short-term tolufion
"greta. But tod~y a lragiie peace exittt, the delta problems. It addre.~e$ environ-

On Thur~aT. a~ announcement wEl bemental necd~ while ~ provklin~ a reli-
¯ made. that cotdd be ene of the bi~estable water tupply {or cities and
evelllg [~ lbe h~story.of the gtatc’g watcr Enviroan,entalist~, larmer, and t’-2tie~
wa~t: 1~ will dt,~: ,~hetke~.~iifornhI~- nn mn,’tt ~f ~. protection.., for the
vitie.t rand agriculture will l~ve a guaran-delta. Where there i$ not agreement is
tut’.d wat~ aul~p|y for the next decade. .exactly how much water must be allowed

A guar~tteed wa.~er supply may be theto flow out to tea in order 1o ~otect
~ matt important economic chal}enl~e b~- T~ mgri~ulture and urban plan pro-

ing ~ Dietro and the rest o/’ ~IEornia." poser a multEt~eted w~tem to protect
¯ -Citie.~ mutt bc able ta guarantee bu~-the environment, ir~luding tu~h l|~ngs

nct~e~ and industriet a stable, adequateas habitat test~rttion and putting
-- water supply. If they ~an. it w~ be s̄creens on wat~ pumps to save fish.

boost to the state’a economy. If they]’hat could allow more water to be
~n’~, it t-void ultimately prove d~a~troetported to ~ities.
to the state’s economy. That’s basically,- The $ti¢.king l~int right now |t ~on-
what will be dec~,d ~n Thurtday. vincing field bio|ogiatt from the ~LS. Fith

" At usual, the annou~-.ement itself willand Wildlife Service and the
.. bc much marc arcane. Federal environ-Marine Fir, heriet Servic~ to be flexib]~.

nmntal agencies ~ hold a pre~ confer-and to ~ider how |ederal limit~
¯ ence to armounce new ruler m h~ muchdelta water exports will ~nfluence
w$ler can be puml:~d out o~ Lhc Sacra-n~’s economy, l[’s up to top~evel federa]
¯ menlo-San Jmquln Delta witlmet harm-.(~£~:iais, including Interior Secretary
in~ cxtdangered fiah ~ciez. mo~ nora-Bruce Eabbi~t and ,~ai.~tant
b|y *he winter-run and $pria~-rtm salmonBet~y Rieke. to make ~tre the
az,d the. delta *n~it.. ntma~, on the delta won’t hurt the ~t~te’s

Here’s why that b ~o Important: Theec~tomlc recovery.
dclta provides water to more thtn 20Meeting~ are under: way right now
~lion urban and rural residents. It ~ belween federal and state olficial~ to
. provides irriRatio~ for 200 ~, indud-~ oct be.fore Thurui~y. Gnv. Pete WiI-

.." ing 45 percent o~ the natkm’$ fruits and~ and state water ef/]ciala h~ve an
. vegetables. And it provide~ l~e m..pportextremely irnl~rtanf, role to play ts t~e

for 120 tpeck-4 o~fish, along with larRebroker~ lot peace in the watex war~.
" ~mme.rdal and remeatimudfi~erie~,.They need to �onnie evcryo~K:

Everyone agreet thedelU bin damager,o/11y a c~nu~w~s plan will avui,d a
U~ban and tl~k:uhural water ager~ietto warfare,"
have accepted that r, ha~tge~ Inu~t be.Co, reran ground ¢~i~ts. ,All side.~
madc to protect the environment. Andto find it by Thursday.
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